A Zips Guide to Gift Giving for Under $10
As the semester winds down, Zips everywhere are gearing up to head home for the holidays. But finding the perfect gift for loved ones can be tricky, especially when you're a college student on a tight budget. That’s why I’ve put together A Zips Guide to Gift Giving for Under $10—a roadmap to thoughtful, affordable presents that celebrate the unique charm of Akron. With something for everyone, this guide will help you bring a little piece of Akron home for the holidays.

The Peanut Shoppe
A beloved Akron staple since the 1930s, The Peanut Shoppe delights locals with its rich history and colorful selection of treats. From freshly roasted nuts to an array of candies and snacks sold by the pound, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. I picked up a pound of honey-roasted peanuts for only $3.95—a perfect holiday treat to bring back home! Stepping into this nostalgic shop feels like going back in time, making it a special place to find a thoughtful and delicious gift that captures Akron’s history.

Sunny Scents
Looking to add color and creativity to your gift-giving? Sunny Scents offers handmade, vibrant car accessories that are both practical and fun. I stopped by their shop in Northside Marketplace and pia lavender car diffuser for just $10 to freshen up my car. For a little extra, you can upgrade to a $12 custom wax car freshener, which is Sunny Scent's specialty. They also offer wax melts, stickers, and more—all bursting with amazing scents and bright colors. These unique products are perfect for adding a personal touch to a car or room, making them a memorable gift option for your loved ones.

Rubber City Comics
For the superhero or sci-fi fan in your life, Rubber City Comics is a treasure trove of Marvel, DC, Star Wars, and more. With an ever-changing selection of comics on sale, you can find a thoughtful, budget-friendly gift. I found this The Walking Dead Deluxe Issue for just $4.99—a perfect gift for my dad, who’s a longtime fan of the series.

If your budget allows for a little splurge, you can pick up a Funko Pop figure for $15—or grab two for $25! Whether you’re gifting a vintage find or a modern favorite, Rubber City Comics makes it easy to bring home a piece of Akron’s vibrant nerd culture this holiday season.

Silk & Glow
The holidays are all about self-care and pampering, and Silk & Glow has you covered. I picked up a pumpkin spice body butter for just $7 at their shop in Northside Marketplace, and it left my skin feeling silky smooth while smelling like freshly baked pumpkin pie.

Specializing in handmade natural skincare, Silk & Glow offers a variety of products, including body oils, scrubs, butters, beard oils, lip glosses, and facial care items. Their motto, “Keep Glowing, it’s the NEW you!” is reflected in their luxurious, but affordable products. A Silk & Glow body butter would make a wonderful gift for anyone who loves a little indulgence.

Chef Gina’s Bakery
For a sweet treat to bring home, check out Chef Gina’s Bakery at their grab-and-go location in Northside Marketplace. I picked up a cheesecake brownie for $4, and it was indulgent, rich, and oh-so-chocolatey.

Chef Gina’s passion for baking was inspired by her grandfather, whose cinnamon rolls filled her childhood home with warmth and joy. She specializes in stunning, delicious cakes and pastries that are a feast for both the eyes and the taste buds.


These budget-friendly picks prove that great gifts don’t have to come with a hefty price tag. So, spread some holiday cheer, and support small businesses to help you make this holiday season extra special!




